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I 


Mr.  Will  H.  Towlea 
kT20  S.  Chelsea  Lane 
Bethesda,  MA. 

My  dear  Mr.  Twlee  t 

0 

Thank  yofu  for  thinking  of  us  with  respect  to  the 
Lincoln  chair  vhloh  ve  trust  you  my  he  ahle  to  place  scsnewhsre 
as  it  is  indeed  an  interesting  item. 

We  are  not  so  situated  here  that  ve  oould  handle 
Lincoln  ourlos  to  an  advantage  and  have  never  acquired  any 
except  those  that  might  he  in  miniature. 

If  you  would  care  to  advlae  us  what  you  are  asking 
for  the  chair  we  will      veiy  glad  Indeed  to  file  your  letter 
in  our  curio  infowoatlcai  file  as  we  often  have  people  irriting 
to  ue  with  respect  to  such  items  as  you  have.    The  chair  should 
he  plAoed  pezmanently  in  mm  plaee  where  it  may  he  well 
preserved. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWiVM 


Director 


OFFERED  SUBJECT  TO  PRIOR  SALE: 


Donald 


1985  photo  -  original  ?  blue 

leather  covered  by  protective  fabric. 

Marked:  A.  Bembe  and  A.  Kimbel 
(Broadway  address  NYC) 

(curiously,  original  leather  of  these  chairs 
was  red,  changed  c.   1859-50  to  black  &  brown. 
This  rare  blue  leather  may  have  been  used  by 
rhe  Speaker  or  other  official.  Three  chairs  of 
;he  original  262  were  so  used  per  Brady  photo) 
rhis  chair  may  have  been  owned  by  Hamlin  of  Maine 
(Congress  1843-7,  Senate  1857-61,  V.P.  1861-5). 


X.  Finn  800-647-6752 


U.   S.  Capitol  Chair  -  designed  1857  by 
Thomas  U.  Walter,  Architect  of  the  Capito 

131  chairs  made  by  Bembe  &  Kimbel  NYC 

131  chairs  made  by  Hamraitt  Desk  Manufactu 
Co.,  Philadelphia 


OFFERED  SUBJECT  TO  PRIOR  SALE: 


Donald  F.   X.   Finn  800-647-6752 


1985  photo  -  original  ?  blue 

leather  covered  by  protective  fabric. 

Marked:   A.   Bembe  and  A.  Kimbel 
(Broadway  address  NYC) 

(curiously,  original  leather  of  these  chairs 
^^7as  red,   changed  c.   1859-50  to  black  &  brown. 
This  rare  blue  leather  may  have  been  used  by 
The  Speaker  or  other  official.  Three  chairs  of 
the  original  262  were  so  used  per  Brady  photo) 
This  chair  may  have  been  owned  by  Hamlin  of  Maine 
(Congress  1843-7,   Senate  1857-61,  V.P.  1861-5). 


U.   S.  Capitol  Chair  -  designed  1857  by 
Thomas  U.  Walter,  Architect  of  the  Capito 


131  chairs  made  by  Bembe  &  Kimbel  NYC 

131  chairs  made  by  Hammitt  Desk  Manufactu 
Co.,  Philadelphia 


CCntriLirn.  fSainp 


★      ★         THE  DOWN  EAST  ENTERPRISE  -A- 


''GOING!  GOING!  GONE  FROM 
MAINE"  —  The  only   known  so- 
called  ""Lincoln  Chair""  in  New  Eng- 
land is  sold  for  $600  to  a  Massachu- 
setts dealer  by  Auctioneer  Robert  G. 
Hall  of  Dover-Foxcroft  at  one  of  Bob 
Foster's    auctions   at    Round  Pond. 
There  were  originally  262  of  these 
carved  oak  chairs  in  the  U.  S.  Con- 
gress.   When  the  Confederate  States 
withdrew  175  members,  their  chairs 
were  sold.     The  whereabouts  of  all 
but  five  are  unknown.    One  is  in  the 
Smithsonian    Institute,    two    in  the 
Lincoln  Room  of  the  memorial  at  the 
University  of  Horrogate  in  Tennessee, 
and  one  in  the  building  of  the  Chi- 
cago Historical  Society.     The  chair 
sold  at  the  Round  Pond  auction  came 
from  a  Bar  Harbor  estate.  President 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  often  photo- 
graphed sitting  in  one  of  these  chairs, 
and  the  famous  Civil  War  photog- 
rapher, Mathew  B.  Brady  also  used 
one  between  1863  and  1877  to  pose 
such    famous    people    as  President 
Ulysses  S.  Grant,  General  Robert  E. 
Lee,    General    William  Tecumseh 
Sherman,    President    Rutherford  B. 
Hayes,    Mark    Twain    and  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

—  Photo  by  E.  L.  Boutilier 


c 


f 


'orTidn 


d  (Me. J  SuaJay  Telegram.  Dec.  26,  1954 


American  furrutoi-e  with  docurihomes  of  the  period.  The  chair 
menied  hiiioric  associations  i5!"^a5  used  in  Brady's  photo- 
not  pientirul.  Some  reaaers  inaj|!:^^"^=  studio  from^l863  to  ISTT. 

^  ^         inuring    that-  time  it    -vas  an 

recognize  t.-,e  chair  illustrated  aa-Lss^j^^al  propertv-  and  ligur^d 
tne  one  ^vhlch  appears  m  a -numrii^^  conaaderaijifi.  number  oi 
her    o'     portrait  p.iotograpna 


taken  oy  Matthew  B.  Brady^ 
famous  "'.Vashington  photogra~ 
phcr  of  the  Civil  War  peraod. 
Probably  the  best  known  is  the 
portrait  of  Presiaent  Lincoln  and 
his  son  Tad. 

It  shoe's  Lincoln  seated,  hold-, 
ing  a  book,  and  his  son  stand-j 
in^  fae;:ce  hun.  Taken  only  four 
days  before  his  assassination,  C 


poitrait  photo?raiiiis_  including 
thos€  of  General  Grant,  Robert 
E.  Lee.  General  ShermaiV^  Presi- 
dent Hayes,  Mart  Twain,  An- 
drew Carnegie  and  other  noted 
atizens. 

Kow  one  of  the  chairs  of  this 
design  came  into  Brady's  posses- 
sion 13  still  open  to  conjecture. 
The  story  of  i;  I  have  been  able 


^•as  copied  as  a  small  folio- priOt^^  P'f  ^  togetner  chiefly  from 

v.-hicn   -,vas   very   popular   ana .r^^^T'^^  of    the  office    of  the 

framed  copies    hun?  in    man}^r^=^'^^^^  °^  ^^^^^ 
 4  piece  -  of   antiquarian  research 

-—  •  (was  stimulated. nearly  a  year  ago 

[When  a  reader  living  in  Maine 

^•jsent  me  a  snapshot  of  the  chair 

'  (Shown  here  which  he-  had  in- 

1-herited  from-  an  uncle  who  had 

J'lived  in  Washington. 

■  I  In  1857  -when  the  wings  of 
I  the  Capitot-  ct3ntaininj?  larger 
'chambers  for  the  Senate-' -and' 

M  ause  --X/C  J7C5ira*5iitsrtisne«i-'.wei'S 
compietedr -  the  oner  for-  the' 
House  was  furnished  with  these 
carved  oatc  chairs.  They  were 
especially  desixiiffD-  br  Tl^cmas 
U.  Walter  who  then  held  -the 
post  of  Architect  of  the  Capitol 
and  had  designed  the  Senate 
and  House  wings  and  the  cast 
iron  dome. that  surmounts  the 
central  section. 

There  were  2€2  of  these  carved 
oak  ciiairs,  suppLied.  tf  not  made, 
by  Doe  -  Hazelton  Company  of 
[Boston  for  S90  each.  Prom  1857 
jto  1873  they  were  the  chairs  in 
j  which  Congressmen  sat  durmg 
sessions  of  the  House.    In  1857 
there  were  241  members.  When 
the  representatives  of  the  eleven 
states  which  formed  the  Con- 
federacy withdrew,  the  numoer 
of  members- was  reduced  to  175. 

This  resulted  in  an  excess  of 
these  Walter    chairs  which  he 
had    designated   as   "Chairs  of 
Halls  of  Congress"  in  his  ong- 
inal  drawings.  Some  of  these  ex- 
.  tras  were  sent  to  other  govem- 
.  ment  buildings:  one  is  known  to 
have  been  used  by  Lmcoln  m  the 
White  House  and  one  found  its 
.  v.ay  to  the  Brady  studios  to  be- 
j  I  come  his  favonte  posing  chair. 
^•How  many  are  still  e.xtant  is  so 
ijiar  unknown.    There  is  the  one  | 
.^in  Maine,    one  m  the  Smith-' 

■  .so  al  a  n  Institution  Collection.  I 


CO.NGRESSIONAL  CILVIR—i/ massive-  carved  oalc  -armchair  of 
^he  Victorian  period.  Us  tvse-iij  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
indicated  by  Amencarr  shield  that  forms,  cresting  on  bacit-  De- 
sign also  includes  five-pomted  stars  and  sprays  of  Isurei  leaves. 
Such  chairs  were  used  in  the  House  chamber  irptn  1857  to  1873 
when  Lhey  were  replaced  by  less  buLky  manogany  ones. 


two  in  the  Lincoln  Room  of 
Lincoln  Memonal  University  at 
Horrogate,  Tennessee.  •  and  one 
m  the  collection  of  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society. 


1 


Mathe  Brady 


By  James  D,  Horan 


PICTURE  COLLATION  BY 


Gertrude  Horan 


CROWN  PUBLISHERS,  INC.  -  NEW  YORK 


153.  Lincoln  and  Tad.  This  picture  has  appeared 
many  times  as  a  portrait  taken  by  Brady  in  the  White 
House.  The  artist  Francis  B.  Carpenter  wrote  in  his 
diary  that  A.  Berger  made  this  picture  on  February 
9,  1864,  the  date  of  the  famous  Brady  portrait  of 
Lincoln  (No.  143)  taken  in  Brady's  gallery. 

By  Bradv  nr  A  Eprrrfr 


2500  Roslyn  Avenue, 
Baltimore  16,  Md. 


glee  ember  8,  1952 


Dr.  Louis  A.  '-'^arren.  Editor  "Lincoln  Lore  , 
Lincoln  optional  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  '^tarren: 

Recently  there  has  come  into  the  writer's 
-oos<.ession  Pn    -ntique  (and  perhaps  historical)  chair, 
.?hich  appears  to  he  ^identical  to  the  ones  in  the  famous 
photographs  of  Lincoln  by  Mathew  B.  Brady. 

I  am  wondering  -hether  any  collector  or 
historical  organization  devoted  to  Lincolniana  would  be 
?nte?ested  ?n  acquiring  this  handsome  chair,  and  would 
ipp?ecia?e  any  advice  or  information  you  care  to  offer. 

I  v'ould  be  grPteful  if  you  will  place  my 
n-'-me  on  your  mailing  list  to  receive  copies  of  your  pub- 
lication. 

With  many  thanks  for  your  courtesy,  I 


ery  truly  yours 
•^amson  Feldman 


Mr.  Stmcm  fe2^am 
2300  Bosl^a  Avwoue 
BaLtiMre  X6,  Maoryla&d 

deer  Vtt,  WelOmmt 

!EI)«Dk  you  very  »ich  for  aubaltting  a  pictur®  <tf  ttoe  dialr 
idiidx  yott  hftTe  In  your  powwMioo  «sd  with  yoar  p«r«i»»ioa  w  wiU 
it  in  case  we  do  have  isfuiriea  fear  madh  piecea  aa  we  very 
often  do* 

lEhere  aem  to  h«re  heen  eeveraX  dudrs  of  this  type 
BiMilar  to  which  Brady  uaed.  Whether  th^  had  a  caaaa^  origin  I 
could  not  eay* 

I  regret  that  we  do  not  select  furaitare  or  curios  cf 
any  kind  here  for  lack  of  rooB  for  displ^  so  w  woiOd  not  be  in  the 
ket  for  itoM  <a  this  type. 


Ve  will  he  pleased  to  place  your  nave  on  our  nailing  list 
to  receive  Lincoln  Z«Gre. 

Yeaey  truly  yours. 


Sr.  Louis  A.  Warren 


Director 


March  15,  1957 


Mr.  SarsBon  FeldoiaQ 
2500  Roslyn  Avenue 
Baltldore  16,  Maryland 

Dear  Mr*  Feldn^DS 

I  have  been  looking  through  the  files  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation  ana  I  fine!  socae  correspondence  that  you  had  with  Dr. 
Warren  back  in  December  of  1952.    At  that  time  you  wrote  hio  that 
you  had  cooe  into  possession  of  a  very  interesting  histtorical  chair 
which  is  identical  to  the  one  used  by  Mathew  B.  Brady  in  his  studio. 

This  chair  is  sometimes  called  the  Congregational  Chair  or  the  Brady 
Chair • 

According  to  your  letter  of  December  8,  1952  you  made  some  inquiries 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  Foundation  might  be  interested  in  it's  pur- 
chase.  I  am  wondering  at  this  time  if  you  have  sold  the  chair  or  if 
it  is  still  for  sale.    If  you  still  have  the  chair  in  your  possession 
I  would  like  very  csuch  to  know  what  you  are  asking  for  it. 

While  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  acquire  it  immediately  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  if  the  price  is  reasonable  that  I  might  make  some 
future  plans  to  purchase  it  sometine  if3.thij1.the  next  few  months. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you,  I  remain  yours. 

Sincerely, 


RQMcMurtryidh 


Director 


2500  Roslyn  Avenue, 
Baltimore  16,  Md. 

March  26,  1957 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McKurtry, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Viayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  March  15th 
regarding  the  historical  chair  referred  to  as 
the  Brady  chair.     It  is  still  available  for  pur- 
chase and  I  enclose  another  photograph  for  your 
records.     The  chair  is  upholstered  in  v/hat  is 
believed  to  be  the  original  green  cut  velvet. 

My  late  father's  estate,  v/hich  is  now 
being  settled,  has  a  part  interest  in  this  chair. 
Tha  appraisers  have  listed  it  in  the  appraisal 
at  #750.00  because  of  its  historical  interest  and 
condition.     rnat  is  also  the  figure  we  are  using 
for  insurance  purposes. 

However,  the  estate  wishes  to  dispose 
of  its  interest  in  this  chair  if  a  satisfactory 
offer  is  received.    As  for  the  writer,  I  would 
be  willing  to  go  along  with  whatever  offer  the 
estate  is  agreeable  to  accepting. 

I  shall  look  forward  to  hearing  from 
you  and  v/ill  submit  any  suggestions. 

Sl^Bcerely  yours , 


Samson  Feldman 


April  IT,  1957 


Mr.  Samm  FelSwa 
2500  Hoslsrn  Arssam 
Baltii!K>re  16,  liarylaaad 

Dear  M^*  FoldKjaa: 

I  haire  your  letter  of  March  26th  regaraiag  the  Coogreiaiwial  caiair 
vhlch  1»  being  held  as  a  part  of  yo«r  late  father's  Estate. 

I  note  timt  the  CSaair  has  he^  appraised  for  $750.00  T-jecause  of 
its  interesting  historical  c<»mectioa.    Of  course  that  connect  ion 
is  not  necsessarily  with  Brady,  ^t  the  fact  that  the  Chair  was 
designed  l5y  T.  U.  mter,  the  capitol  architect  and  that  the  CShair 
vas  used  in  the  halls  of  Ckmgress  iSiortly  T^efore  Uncoln  hecame 
the  sixteenth  Presidesxt* 

I  have  been  trying  to  figure  out  8<saae       "by  which  I  cxnild  xise 
this  caiair  for  eadiihit  purposes.    Uhfortunately,  it  does  not  fit 
into  our  scSheae  of  things  and  I  could  t>etter  use  a  pair  than  one. 

Your  letter  Esore  or  less  opened  ug?  *<>  me  an  invitation  to  place  a 
hid  on  this  Chair  and  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  am  still  giving  tt 
consideration.    My  appropriation  haa  Just  about  been  siieat  for  the 
currmt  ymr  1956  and  1957  and  after  the  first  of  JUly,  I  hope  to 
be  in  better  financial  position  to  further  study  your  chair  and 
to  mke  you  an  offer  for  it. 

Thankine  you  for  your  letter,  I  reraain, 

Yours  sincerely. 


RGM:bb 


Director 


2500  Roslyn  Avenue, 
Baltimore  16,  Md. 

July  24,  1957 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  V/ayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McPiurtry: 

Last  April  vie  had  some  correspondence 
regarding  a  historical  chair  having  a  close  relation- 
ship to  the  Lincoln  era. 

It  so  happens  that  our  property  is  in 
the  process  of  being  s61d  and  everything  v/ill  have  to 
be  moved  or  put  into  storage. 

I  am  wondering  whether  you  have  ha-d  a.n 
opportunity  to  think  further  about  this  historical  chair 
and  v/hether  you  may  be  near  a  decision  as  to  an  offer. 
My  family  v/ould  like  vary  much  to  see  this  handsome 
chair  in  an  appropriate  setting  such  as  The  Lincoln 
^■^ational  Life  Foundation  could  provide. 

If  you  are  in  a  position  to  submit  an 
offer  for  the  chair  in  the  near  future,  I  v/ould  appreci- 
ate hearing  from  you  and  to  submit  your  proposal  to 
those  concerned. 

V/ith  many  thanks  for  your  consideration, 

I  am. 


I  %fiGh  to  aclmowledge  ycmr  letter  of  My  24th  sent 

to  Dr.  HcMiirtn^,  to  advise  you  that  he  is  out  of  the  office 
cm  a  biittiriess  trip. 

his  rstuxs  I  Mill  l3rliJ€  your  letter  to  his 

atteation* 

Toars  sincerely» 


s/h 


(Mrs»)  Sally  Hensch 


.^I2#isl  2,  1957 


2500  l?oslyn  ire. 
Saltiiaore  IS, 

Dear  Mr.  Fsldmaas 

I  hB.-7B  yotir  letter  of  July  24,  1957  r@j«ai€ing  th® 
Goagressioaal  ch.alr  ',*ich  ycrn  ha^©  in  yotj?  po^stsslom* 

I  am  ©till  Interested  in  acmiiria^  the  chair  for 
our  Foundation  Colleetion,  hm^reTt  I  do  not  want  to  cnmUer  it 
pTirchae©  at  a  high  f i^ir©» 

Mfeile  the  chair  ia  of  the  Mmoln  period,  aM  h© 
often  eat  in  mmh  &  chair  to  teve  Ms  -ohotogri^h  m^ide,  the  chair 

it3#lf  is  not  a  Lincoln  relic,    '^B.t  is  a  ssi^ificaat  fact 
I  mist  ke«p  171  mind,  when  consid<srlJig  its  |mp0h?ig@. 

Please  gir@  me  the  very  lowest  t>ric0  yr^u  ar©  itsking 
for  the  chair  ana  I  will  either  accept  or  ^decline  ymr  offer. 

Hoping  to  h<mr  frou  yow  very  soo»,  X  ?>«j}aiJi 

Yours  si«^'r©ljr. 


Gerald  HeMurtry 


2500  Roslyn  Avenue, 
Baltimore  l6,  Md. 


August  6,  1957 


Dr.  R.  herald  McMurtry, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Founaation, 

Fort  V/ayne  1,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  Aug.  2ni 
re^ardins  the  histSrical  chair.  As  I  wrote  in  my  letter 

family. 

smoa  several  items  In  the  Estate  have 
heen  sold  at  prices  lower  than  the  appraiser  s  valuation, 

mly  l  Bussest  that  you  -"t^JS^^-^f  .^5So'Tbel'lSve  that 
4-,.  +vvQ  fa-mi  Tv  of  betv/een  -i>400,  ana  go'-J'^'       uoj-j-^v  _^ 

g^lir  r     e?tlt  3^  omm^ioate  with  ^ 

iTo^i:^\l^l  ?fel°reSonSry  that  they  will 

follow  my  reoommen-latlons  In  the  matter. 

As  I  wrote  In  my  last  letter  we  would 
all  ll^e  to  seethe  chair  find  ^^^e'  fitting  to  Its 

historical  background,  and  the  lamily  hope.  Lnau  ^ 
Foundation  will  arrange  to  acquire  it,. 

Looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 
T'-^amson  Feldman 


Its  name  indicates  its  character 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fori  Wayne,  Indiana 


R.Gehald  McMurthy 

August  8,  1957 


Mr.  illen  G.  Steere  J 

Vice  President  and  General  Coansel  ----TftvA  V^^-  ^"^-^^^ — x 

Home  Office  '  ^ 

Dear  iaien:  ^^^^    "^"^  ^ 

I  want  to  su'bmit  to  you  the  enclosed  correspondence. 
Perhaps  we  can  discuss  this  matter  next  week.  ,  ^  z:^^ 


This  Congressional  chair  (See  photo)  was  designed  by  ,■/    ^  ^^t^ 

f.U.  Walter,  the  Capitol  architect  and  was  used  in  the  halls  of 

Congress.    Later  they  were  discarded  and  Brady  and  G-ardner  purchased  ,        .  m 

some  of  these  chairs  for  their  photographic  studios.    Often  when 
Lincoln  had  his  photograph  made  he  was  seated  in  such  a  chair  (See 


photo).  t.v-i^-- 

Lincoln  Monorial  University  had  two  of  these  chairs  in  their  — 
collection.     In  the  June  1947  issue  of  the  Lincoln  Herald  I  wrote  the  ^ 
enclosed  article  (See  photostat)  concerning  the  chair. 

I  think  we  should  consider  the  purchase  of  the  chair.  I 
helieve  a  "bid  of  $350.  would  "buy  it.  ^ 


RGMtsh 
enc. 


5 

Sincerely,  (^~^>— ^  1^'^"'^^ 
S.  Gerald  McMm-try  ^JUmA.     -J-Jf^iS^  , 


4^ 


1^ 


3700  N.  Charles  St,, 
Baltimore,  Marylajid  21218 


October  21,  1978 


Mr.  Hark  E.  N^ely,  Jr., 

LINCOLN  LORE 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Fort  *>ayne,  Incilana  46801 

Dear  Mr,  Neely: 


I  bring  to  your  attention  a  rare  iiistorical  original  of 
mid-nineteenth  century  Americana  referred  to  as  the  Lincoln  chalr» 
The  chair  pictured  below  was  used  in  the  U.So  House  of  Represent- 
atives when  Abraham  Lincoln  served  as  Congressman  in  1847,  This 
chair  was  acquired  by  my  father  many  years  ago  from  axi  old  Maryland 
family  whose  forebears  were  friends  of  the  Lincoln  family. 

This  handsome  ornately  carved  chair  appears  identical  to  those 
pictured  in  the  many  photographs  of  Lincoln  by  the  famous  Civil  War 
photographer  Mathew  Brady.     The  chair  is  in  excellent  condition 
and  upholstered  in  the  faded  green  cut-velvet  popular  over  a  cent- 
ury ago.     The  sturdy  frame  is  carved  in  cri.Bp  period  style  with 
U.S.  Shield,   stars,  oak  leaves  and  other  typical  period  details. 

We  have  decided  to  part  with 
this  fajnily  treasure.     It  has  been 
appraised  at  ^3500,     if  you  are 
Interested  in  acquiring  this  rare 
American  chair  we  would  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  you. 


Very,  truly  yours. 


/     Samson  Feidman 
P.S,  The  chair  measures  40^  "  high, 
25"  wide  and  27"  in  depth. 


MARK  E.  NEELY.  JR. 
Director 


THELOUISA,  VVARRLN 
LINCOLN  LIBFWrr  AND  MUSEUM 

1300  SOUTH  CLINTON  STREET  /  FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA  45fi01 


November  8,  1978 


Telephone  (219)  424-5421 


Mr.  Samson  Feldrjian 
Nortlivay  Apts.  #1006 
3700  N.  Charles  St. 
Baltimore,  MD  212l8 

Dear  Mr.  Feldman: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  the  offer  of  the  chair.  I 
afraid  that  we  cannot  at  this  time  entertain  the  notion 
purchasing  it. 

Yours  truly. 


Mark  E.  Heely,  Jr. 


MEN/,1af 


fobioii  Bochroch 

photorcipherjfimr'' 


A.  Norman  Needy 

Vice  President 


l^Iarch  17, 
Our  86th  Year 


^  New  York  22 

CD  MARA    9    195454  EAST  52-  STREET 
PLAZA  5-6233 


J-A? 


Dear  Mr.  McAndless: 


The  enclosed  small  print  of  President  Lincoln  is  a  copy  of  a  P^oto- 
rraph  I  believe  to  have  been  made  by  Alexander  Gardner  xn  ifashington 
on  November  8,  1863,  eleven  days  before  he  delivered  the  Gettysburg 
Address. 

l.ty  grandfather  vras  an  assistant  to  the  Leslie's  Weekly  photographer 
and  helped  photograph  the  crov;d  at  Gettysburg.    I  have  heard  countless 
Civil  War  stories  from  him  and  from  my  father  who,  for  years,  has  been 
a  student  of  the  Civil  War.    So,  I  was  thrilled  to  be  able  to  acquire, 
a  short  time  ago,  the  chair  in  which  Gardner  photographed  President 
Lincoln.  '  ■  '  \ 

The  chair  is  in  excellent  condition  and  is  now  in  use  here  at  our 
New  York  studio. 

Perhaps  a  photograph  of  yourself  in  the  Lincoln  chair  would  be  of  in- 
terest to  you  either  for  personal  or  business  use,  or  both.    Perhaps  a 
collection  of  individual  photographs  of  your  executives  taken  in  the 
Lincoln  chair  would  be  of  interest  for  display,  publicity  or  advertis- 
ing purposes. 

Possibly  the  Lincoln  chair  doesn't  interest  you  at  all  but  a  good,  new 
photograph  does.    In  either  case,  we  would  be  happy  to  arrange  an  ap- 
pointment for  a  sitting  when  next  you  visit  New  York.    Drop  us  a_ line 
or  telephone  us  at  Plaza  5-6233.    Our  most  important  single  30b  is  mak- 
ing photop-raphs  of  men  which  reproduce  well  in  newspapers  and  inagazmes. 


FB:S 


Yours  very  truly, 
Fabian  Bachraoh 


<--< 


Mr.  Alva  J.  McAndless,  President 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company      ■  . 

1301  South  Harrison  Street 

Fort  Wayne  1,  Indiana 

P.S.  We  haven't  the  Lincoln  chair  in  Chicago  but  we  do  make  excel 
photographs  in  our  Studio  for  Men  at  104  South  Michigan,  telephone 
Central  6-1991. 


Mr.  MiA8  BaelyFasli 

Mmr  Jork,  22*  H»  T. 

D«ar  Ur.  Baehraohi 

Tour  addret8«A  %o  Mr.  ik2.ini  ^.  Mb4»&1«9s«  Ih*  lat« 

Proeident  of  eor  Oonpae^,  dlr«et«A  Id  moF  d«pftrtB»at  for 

rcpXar. 

V«  are  firofttljr  pX«ii8e&  to  Imm  Gt  fowt  lalerest  in  Linoola- 
la&A  and  in  the  fast  thai  yct&  have  i&  jr«mr  poteeesion  at  jrour  5«m  Tork 
•tu&lo  the  ehalr  in  i^ieh  PretidenI  liindola  eat  i&an  he  was  lAiotogr^eA 
hsr  i^exaader  Gardner  in 

Ve  are  plaoin«  your  letter  together  vith  the  ^otoen^h  ia 
oor  fiXee  ae  ve  hare  in^rteai  froM  tiae  to  tiaie,  reiatiTe  to  eoeh 
iteae  of  Xiineolniana. 

Shanking  7oti  for  e^riwlns  m  of  srour  poeteielon,  X  reaaia 

Sino^eXjT  jroore* 


Mariseret  MeeXXeriag 
Seoretarsr  to  Sr.  Warren 


1 


!  Found  Ridge, 

Fev!  York 

Dr.  Louis  A.  W8rren,Dir(^ ct or 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Fou'^dationj 

^OTt  Wayne, 

Indiana e  j 

Dear  Dr.  TVgrren,  ;.  ^  ■   ^...v    .  ^ .  ^ ^. 

Stefan;  Lorant  has  called  to  my  attention  Lincoln  Lore 
T^^umber  l^lB,  July  12,1954  ¥7hich  contains  an  article  '* Chairs  used 
"by  The  Lincolnsl',  Would  you  "be  pood  enou£fh  t-o  send  rae  a  copy? 
Thank  you.  j 

'^ince  I  wrote  you  last  sprinf^  I  have  been  res^archin^^ 
th°  01  ifin  etc  o:^  the  chairs  in  which  Lincoln  posed  for  photographs 
by  both  T'^att hew  B.  Brady    and  Alexander  Gardner.     So  far  by  the  aid 
of  the  Sraithsonjja^  Institution  and    David  Lynn,  Architect  of-  the  Capi- 
tol just  retired  I  have  been    able  to  establish  the  complete  history 
of  the  -  raassive  canned  arnchair  used  by  those  photographers  in 
1364  and  I865.  It  was  frora  the  set  of  chairs  which  Thomas  l}.  Walter, 
then  Architect  of  the  Cspitol  designed  for  the  new  chamber  of  the 
House  of  ^Representations  in  I857. 

The  chair  used  in  earlier  photographs  vjith  an  open  arched 
back  still  eludes  me.  This  chair  can  best  be  sent  in  the  series  of 
Lincoln  portraits  taken  by  Brady  in  May,  1861.  The  best  of  these 
of  Lincoln  seated    is  reproduced  as  Illustration    48  T^r.  Lincoln's 
Camera  Man  by  Roy  Merredith,  Can  you  shed  an^-'  light  on  its  origin? 

From  my  Investigation  to  date  I  have  not  been  able  to 
place    this  earlier  chair    with  the  open  arched  back    as  part  of 
the  set  used     in  the  chambers  of  either  the  Senate  or  the  House 
before  they  were  provided  with  larper  quarters  in  the  wings  of 
the  1,1.  S.  Capitol  completed  in  I857.  This  displte  claim  made  by 
sone  that  this  open-back  armchair  was  tbe  one  Lincoln    used  during 
his  terra  as  a  member  of  the  House  anc!  subsequently  rave  to  Brady. 

Faithfully 


SeprteMier  10,  195^ 


Mr*  Tboaas  H.  Qnosbee 
Pound  Ridge,  Ifew  York 

Vfy  dear  Mr.  Ormsbee: 

We  trust  you  may  be  successful  in  finding  the  origin  of  the 
chair  in  which  Lincoln  was  seated  when  Brady  photographed  him  in  I861, 
}fy  feeling  is  that  there  was  no  history  associated  with  it  but  merely 
a  chair  in  the  photographer's  studio,  with  no  historical  connection. 

We  are  happy  to  enclose  several  copies  of  Lincoln  l/are  #1318. 

Very  truly  yoxirs. 


L^W/JU 
£nc. 


Director 


New  Accessions 

by  Katharine  Bryant  Hagler 

Curator,  Furniture 

As  early  as  the  i8th  century,  architects  sometimes 
indulged  themselves  in  designing  not  only  a 
structure  itself,  but  suitable  hirnishings  for  the 
structure  as  we.ll.  Such  was  the  case  with  the  two 
illustrated  pieces  from  the  Henry  Ford  Museum 
collections.  Noted  architect  Thomas  Ustick 
Walter  (1804-87)  designed  sets  of  both  for  use  by 
the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  in 
the  new  wing  of  the  Capitol.  The  armchair  has 
been  part  of  the  collections  for  several  years.  The 
companion  desk  is  a  recent  acquisition. 

Thomas  U.  Walter  was  considered  to  be  a  maji 
of  consummate  taste.  His  designs  ranged  from 
houses,  including  the  magnificent  facade  on  the 
river  side  of  the  Biddle's  Andalusia  (Bucks 
Count)',  Pennsylvania),  to  public  buildings,  no- 
tably Girard  College  in  Philadelphia.  For  15  years, 
1851-65,  he  served  as  architect  and  construction 
supervisor  for  the  cast-iron  dome  and  the  House 
and  Senate  extensions  of  the  United  States  Cap- 
itol m  Washington,  D.C. 

In  1857  two  qualified  firms  were  commissioned 
to  construct  Walter's  congressional  armchairs 
and  desks  —  Bembe  &  Kimmel  of  New  York  City 
and  Doe  Hazelton  &  Co.  of  Boston.  The  number 
of  pieces  involved  (in  1857  there  were  236  mem- 
bers of  the  House)  undoubtedly  caused  the  split 
order. 

Both  chair  and  desk  arc  made  of  oak  and  arc 
surmounted  by  carved  stars  and  stripes  within  a 
shield.  The  desk  bears  an  additional  patriotic 


motif — an  orb  crossed  by  a  carved  ribbon  with 
the  incised  word  "AMERICA."  Other  carved 
patterns  include  scrolls,  gadrooning,  leafage, 
lattice  work  and  medallions.  The  desk  was  de- 
signed to  be  freestanding,  thus  all  sides  were 
finished.  It  is  unknown  which  of  the  two  com- 
missioned firms  made  the  Henry  Ford  Museum's 
desk,  but  the  chair  bears  the  stenciled  name  of 
Bernbe  &  Kimmel. 

Congressmen  considered  the  chairs  too  heavy 
to  move  about  easily.  Thus,  after  only  two  years' 
usage,  they  were  replaced  in  1859.  Many  were 
returned  a  year  later  to  the  House  and  in  the  early 
1860s  some  were  sold.  Among  the  purchasers  of 
the  chairs  were  Alexander  Gardner  and  MathoA- 
Bra^',  the  eminent  photographers.  Gardner  and 
Brady  put  them  to  immediate  and  frequent  use  as 
studio  chairs.  Existing  photographs  of  several 
well-known  personages  seated  in  these  chairs 
include  Abraham  Lincoln  (see  related  story,  page 
19),  James  Garfield,  Andrew  Johnson  and  xMark 
Twain. 

The  desks  were  better  accepted  by  the  con- 
gressmen and  were  used  continuously  until  1868 
and  perhaps  later.  Public  auction  claimed  some, 
if  not  ail,  in  1873  •  The  number  of  survi\'ing  chairs 
and  desks  is  not  knt)vvn. 

Often  when  a  piece  of  furniture  is  separated 
from  the  building  for  which  it  was  designed,  it 
can  appear  extravagant  in  ornamentation  or  de- 
sign. Whatever  the  aesthetic  judgment  on  the 
congressional  desk  and  accompanying  armchair, 
however,  they  undeniably  represent  another 
documented  facet  of  19th-century  American  life. 


Lincoln's  chair 
offers  couple 
part  of  history 

By  CAROLE  CURTIS 
Herald  Times  Reporter 
Valders  Correspondent 

MANITOWOC  -  Darlyne 
Berg  of  Milwaukee  gave 
Imogene  and  Mickey  Weber  a 
seat  in  history  recently. 

Berg  is  the  owner  of  a  richly- 
carved  oak  chair  that  has  been 
traced  back  to  Abraham 
Lincoln.  When  the  upholstery  on 
the  chair  became  frayed,  Berg 
decided  to  have  it  reuphols- 
tered,  so  she  brought  it  to  Mani- 
towoc to  Weber's  Upholstery 
Shop  on  Knuell  Street. 

Berg  and  her  husband, 
Russell,  bought  the  Lincoln 
chair  during  an  estate  sale  at 
the  Milwaukee  Auction  Galle- 
ries in  the  spring  of  1964.  The 
sale  was  composed  of  items 
from  the  home  of  one  of  the 
brewing  magnates.  Berg 
thought,  because  it  featured  the 
most  magnificent  pieces  she  has 
ever  seen. 

The  chair  was  offered  along 
with  a  photograph  by  Alexander 
Gardner,  showing  President 
Lincoln  comfortably  seated  with 
his  elbow  on  the  detailed  arms 
and  the  presidential  crest  peak- 
ing from  behind  his  head.  It 
didn't  come  with  actual 
documentation,  Berg  said,  but 
was  reputed  to  be  the  Lincoln 
chair. 

Afterwards,  Berg  came 
across  additional  proof  in  the 
form  of  other  pictures  showing 

(See  Lincoln,  page  A-2) 


Darlyne  Berg,  of  Milwaukee,  Is  the  proud  owner  of  a  chair  that  has  been 
traced  back  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  chair  was  in  Manitowoc  to  be 
reupholstered  at  Weber's  Upholstery.  Photo  by  caroi©  cunis 


Manitowoc  HERALD  TIMES-REPORTER    18:177  June  28,  1990  pp.  1-2 


Lincoln  — — — 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Lincoln  in  the  same  crested 
chair  that  convinced  her  of  its 
authenticity. 

Berg  is  the  daughter  of  Mani- 
towoc resident  Betty  Olson  and 
brought  the  chair  along  on  one  of 
her  visits  to  the  Lakeshore.  The 
former  Holy  Innocents  school- 
girl is  the  producer  of  "Arts" 
Place,"  a  showcase  of  the  arts 
and  entertainihent  on  Channel 
10  -  WMVS  of  Milwaukee. 

Berg  and  her  husband,  who 
owns  B-Z  Engineering,  live  with 
their  four  children  in  a  1930s 
English  Tudor  home  filled  with 
an  eclectic  collection  of 
antiques. 

Collecting  bits,  of  the  past  is 
Berg's  passion.  She  is  particu- 
larly drawn  by  vintage  clothing 


CONVENIENCE  CENTERS 

Your  most  convenient  source  for 
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•Soda  and  Beer  "  • 
•Snacks 
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Fill  Up  With  UNOCAL^ 


and  furniture. 

"I  have  always  loved  marvel- 
ous old  things,"  Berg  said.  "I 
would  much  rather  have  old 
than  new." 

Berg  said  she  knew  the 
Webers  were  the  right  folks  to 
entrust  her  chair  to  because 
they  care  about  the  furniture 
they  work  with.  Mickey- takes 
the  furniture  apart  and  repairs 
the  springs  and  woodwork,  then 
his  wife  takes  over. 

Backed  by  careful  research 
and  15  years  of  experience, 
Imogene  restores, a  piece  to  its 
original  beauty  with  a  meticul- 
ous approach  that  stems  from  a 
true  delight  in  working  with 
antiques. 

"Imogene  obviously  loves  her 
work,  and  I  am  always  delighted 
with  the  results,"  Berg  said. 
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Antiques  are  more  interesting 
to  work  with,  Imogene 
explained.  Historical  pieces 
have  a  different,  "more  regal" 
feel  than  can  be  found  in  the 
overstuffed,  more  impersonal 
lines  of  modem  furniture. 

Although  Berg  always  brings 
them  lovely  pieces  to  start  with, 
Imogene  said,  the  Lincoln  chair 
was  particularly  fine.  The  hand- 
carved  oak  chair  weighs  nearly 
70  pounds,  and  is  heavily  detail- 
ed with  leaves,  swirls,  dots  and 
stars.  Crowning  the  back  of  the 
chau:  is  the  presidential  shield, 
with  three  stars  topping  a  series 
of  stripes. 

Some  photographs  of  Lincoln 
in  the  chair  show  that  the  legs 
originally  ended  in  rollers, 
because  it  seemed  that  the 
"Great  Emancipator's"  long 
legs  required  a  higher  seat.  On 
Berg's  chair,  and  in  later 
pictures,  metal  pegs  have  been 
added  to  the  bottom  of  the  legs 
for  additional  altitude. 

Berg  considers  Lincoln's 
chair  priceless  because  of  its 
historical  value  and  antique- 
ness,  and  intends  to  donate  it  to 
a  museum  at  some  point  in  the 

futm"e.  Until  then,  it  will  sit  in  ' 
splendor  in  the  foyer  of  the  Berg 
home,  lit  softly-  by  a  crystal 
prism  lamp  at  the  side  of  an 
antique  writing  desk,  and  offer- 
ing visitors  a  weU-upholstered 
seat  in  the  lap  of  history. 
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Alexander  Gardner  in  his  studio  chair. 
(TLM#4102A)  LiJ-'O-erT'g 

Recent  Acquisitions 

A  Presidential  Ciiair 

Alexander  Gardner  was  the  most  prolific  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  photographers.  He 
took  a  total  of  37  photographs  of  Lincoln,  more  than  any  of  the  other  32  photographers 
for  whom  Lincoln  posed.  Many  of  Gardner's  Lincoln  portraits  were  posed  in.  or  near, 
the  elegant  Renaissance  Revival  style  chair  pictured  on  the  cover,  which  was  recently 
added  to  The  Lincoln  Museum  collection. 

Gardner  emigrated  from  Glasgow  in  1856  to  join  the  studio  of  Mathew  Brady. 
While  working  for  Brady,  he  took  some  of  the  most  dramatic  photographs  of  the  Civil 
War,  including  images  of  men  killed  at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  September  17,  1862. 


(On  the  cover:  Alexander  Gardner's  studio  chair.  Inset:  Photograph  by  Gardner  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  seated  in  the  chair,  Novembers,  1863  [TLM  #0-79]) 


(> 


To  a  public  accustomed  to  art  that  focused  on  the  heroism  and 
excitement  of  war,  Gardner's  photographs  of  dead  bodies  were 
revolutionary  in  their  horror.  Above:  "The  Battle  of  Antietam," 
published  by  Meisel,  Lampe  &  Co.  in  1863  (TLM  #4186); 
below:  Confederate  casualties  at  Gettysburg,  photographed  by 
Timothy  O'Sullivan  of  Alexander  Gardner's  studio 
(TLM  #3109). 

These  photographs,  displayed  publicly  in  New  York  City,  brought 
home  to  the  Northern  public  the  horrors  of  war  in  an  unprece- 
dented fashion. 

Then  as  now,  photographs  taken  by  Gardner,  Anthony  Berger, 
and  other  talented  employees  of  the  Brady  studio  were  frequently 
credited  to  Mathew  Brady.  For  this  reason,  and  because  Brady  was 
experiencing  financial  troubles  that  made  it  difficult  for  him  to 
pay  his  staff,  Gardner  decided  to  establish  his  own  business.  He 
left  the  Brady  studio  in  late  1862  or  early  1863,  and  opened  his 
own  gallery  on  August  10, 1863. 

Among  the  furnishings  in  Gardner's  gallery  was  a  solid  oak 
chair  designed  in  1857  by  Montgomery  C.  Meigs  (who  later  served 
as  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Union  armies  in  the  Civil  War) 
and  manufactured  by  Bembe  and  Kimmel  of  New  York  City.  It  was 
commissioned  for  use  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  fea- 
tured a  patriotic  shield  emblem  with  stars  and  stripes  built  into  the 
back.  In  1859,  this  chair  and  many  others  were  auctioned  off  by  the 
government  to  make  room  for  new  furniture  (because,  according  to 
Lloyd  Ostendorf,  "it  proved  too  narrow  for  the  rotund  congress- 


Lincoln  posed  with  an  identical  chair  belonging  to  the  Brady 
studio  for  Anthony  Berger  on  February  9,  1864.  The  Brady 
chair  is  now  in  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Museum  at  Lincoln 
Memorial  University  in  Harrogate,  Tennessee.  (TLM  #0-94) 

men")-  Sometime  between  1859  and  1863,  Gardner  obtained  one  of 
the  congressional  chairs,  as  did  his  mentor  Mathew  Brady. 

President  Lincoln,  who  had  promised  Gardner  that  he  would 
be  his  first  sitter  in  the  new  studio,  posed  for  him  there  on  August 
9,  the  day  before  the  gallety's  official  opening,  but  did  not  use  the 
congressional  chair.  On  November  8,  1863,  Lincoln  returned  to 
Gardner's  studio,  at  the  behest  of  the  sculptor  Sarah  Fisher  Ames. 
He  posed  in  the  congressional  chair  alone  and  with  his  secre- 
taries John  Nicolay  and  John  Hay,  resulting  in  photographs  that 
Hay  described  as  "some  of  the  Prest.  the  best  1  have  seen."  In 
addition  to  adopting  classic  seated  poses  with  his  legs  crossed, 
Lincoln  that  day  sat  for  a  set  of  "mug  shots,"  staring  directly  into 
the  camera  and  turning  sideways  for  a  profile  portrait.  These 
unconventional  poses  were  presumably  requested  by  Ames,  who 
wanted  them  as  models  for  the  Lincoln  bust  that  she  was  creating. 
Although  Ames's  work  was  good  enough  to  be  displayed  in  the 
Capitol,  where  it  can  still  be  seen,  it  pales  beside  the  dramatic 
frontal  photograph  that  was  its  inspiration. 

Another  artist,  Matthew  Wilson,  provided  the  impetus  for 
Lincoln's  third  and  final  visit  to  Gardner's  studio.  Wilson  was  a 
painter  whose  portrait  of  Lincoln  would  prove  to  be  the  last  for 


Lini 


Presidential  secretaries  John  Hay  and  Jolin  Nicolay  with 
Lincoln,  November  8,  1863.  (TLM  #0-76) 


The  detailed  ornamentation  of  the  chair's  leg  is  visible  in  the 
picture  of  Lincoln  and  his  son  Tad,  taken  on  February  5,  1865. 
(TLM  #0-114) 


"Some  [photographs]  of  the  Prest.  the  best  I  have  seen": 
Lincoln  in  Gardner's  chair,  November  8,  1863.  (TLM  #0-78). 


which  Lincoln  posed.  On  February  5,  1865,  at  2  p.m.  he  met 
Lincoln  at  the  gallery  to  observe,  and  perhaps  direct  a  series  of 
photographs.  All  the  images  taken  that  day  feature  the  president 
seated  in  Gardner's  chair,  including  one  posed  with  his  son  Tad. 
and  several  others  in  which  Lincoln  seemed  almost  to  smile. 

Gardner  used  the  chair  for  portraits  of  other  dignitaries, 
including  Admiral  David  Farragut,  Charles  Sumner,  and  Lincoln's 
successor,  Andrew  Johnson.  Gardner  died  in  1882;  his  wife 
Margaret  Sinclair  Gardner  in  1897.  The  chair  was  inherited  by  his 
daughter  Eliza,  who  donated  it  to  the  family's  church,  from  which 
it  was  purchased  by  The  Lincoln  Museum  in  2001. 

The  chair  today  is  in  excellent  condition,  with  only  a  few 
modifications.  Its  original  black  leather  upholstery  was  at  some 
point  in  the  20th  century  replaced  by  a  red  sjoithetic  covering,  and 
the  ball  feet  removed  and  replaced  by  casters.  Photographs  of 
Brady's  version  of  the  same  chair  show  casters  below  the  feet, 
making  it  possible  that  Gardner  himself  removed  the  original 
casters,  perhaps  to  steady  the  chair. 


/ 


"Allow  me  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  cards  and  pictures  which  you  have  kindly  sent  me.  I  think  they  are  generally  very  suc- 
cessful. The  imperial  photograph  in  which  the  head  leans  upon  the  hand  I  regard  as  the  best  that  I  have  yet  seen."  (TLM  #0-74) 

Lincoln's  Letter  to  Gardner 

Following  Lincoln's  first  visit  to  the 
Gardner  studio  in  August  1863,  tfie  pho- 
tographer sent  complimentary  copies  of 
his  pictures  to  the  White  House.  Lincoln 
responded  with  a  letter  to  Gardner,  writ- 
ten in  John  Hay's  hand,  expressing  his 
thanks.  This  is  the  only  known  letter  from 
Lincoln  to  Gardner,  and  does  not  appear  in 
Roy  Basler's  Collected  Works  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  It  was  donated  by  Gardner's 
daughter  to  her  church,  along  with  the 
chair,  and  obtained  by  The  Lincoln 
Museum  in  2001. 

Civil  War  Soldier's  Letter 

Daniel  W.  Squier  served  in  Company 
K  of  the  44th  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry 


For  further  reading: 

Brooks  Johnson,  An  Enduring  Interest:  the  Photographs  of  Alexander  Gardner 
(Norfolk,  Va.:  The  Chrysler  Museum,  1991)  is  an  illustrated  catalog  of  a  comprehen- 
sive exhibit  of  Gardner's  work.  All  of  Gardner's  Lincoln  photographs  are  reproduced 
in  Charles  Hamilton  and  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  Lincoln  in  Photographs:  An  Album  of 
Every  Known  Pose  (Dayton,  Ohio:  Morningside,  1985).  For  the  influence  of  Sarah 
Fisher  Ames  and  Matthew  Wilson  on  Gardner's  Lincoln  poses,  see  Harold  Holzer, 
"Lincoln  From  Life:  As  the  Artists  Saw  Him,"  in  Lincoln  Lore  1855  (Winter  1999). 

Gardner's  Civil  War  photographs  can  be  seen  in  Gardner's  Photographic  Sketch 
Book  of  the  Civil  War  (1866),  available  in  several  modern  editions.  William  A. 
Frassanito,  Gettysburg:  A  Journey  in  Time  (New  York:  Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  1975) 
and  Antietam:  The  Photographic  Legacy  of  America's  Bloodiest  Day  (New  York: 
Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  1978)  contain  careful  analyses  of  the  battlefield  pho- 
tographs taken  by  Gardner  and  others.  Among  many  other  discoveries,  Frassanito 
found  that  Gardner's  images  of  casualties  at  Gettysburg  (including  the  one  repro- 
duced in  this  article)  were  published  with  captions  that  misidentified  the  victims. 


TUtflttiiliitSljf 

Woman's 
World 

WASHINGTON,   D.  C, 
WEDNESDAY,  MARCH    1,   1972    SECTION  C 


White  House 
Bids,  Buys 

By  JO  ANN  LEWIS 

Special  to  The  Star 

The  White  House  managed  to  buy  every- 
thing it  wanted  Sunday  afternoon  at  Weschler's 
Auction  Galleries,  as  the  big,  two-day  catalogue 
sale  of  paintings,  silver,  porcelains,  furniture  and 
vanous  other  collectables  swung  into  high  gear. 
A  big,  black,  rented  limousine  parked  outside 
indicated  that  at  least  one  rich 


out-of-town  buyer  was  anions 
the  400  dealers  and  collectors, 
decorators  and  diplomats,  mu- 
seum curators  and  just  plain 
auction  addicts  who  packed 
inside  to  either  witness  or 
participate  in  the  bidding. 

Lots  of  tailored  mink  was 
draped  over  metal  chairs  near 
the  front  where  the  big  buyers 
sat,  and  there  was  a  tremen- 
dous amount  of  milling  about, 
most  of  it  in  the  direction  of 
the  free  coffee  and  roast  beef 
sandwiches  that  kept  people 
occupied  until  they  could  get 
into  the  bidding. 

Two  Weschler  brothers  took 
turns  as  auctioneers,  and 
prices  climbed  in  a  jumble  of 
I  sounds,  while  well-rehearsed 


sides,  always  on  cue,  brought 
things  in,  took  them  out,  and 
scanned  the  audience  for  bids 
with  radar-like  eyes. 

Seated  discreetly  to  the  rear, 
and  unknown  to  the  auction- 
eers and  dealers  present,  a 
young  White  House  staffer  bid 
successfully  on  three  items 
Clement  Conger,  the  White 
House  curator,  had  given  her 
for  a  shopping  list:  a  Tiffany 
silver  tliree-handled  cup  pre- 
sented by  President  McKinley 
to  the  Ambassador  of  France 
in  1898  ($1700);  four  plates 
from  the  President  Polk  China 
service  ($2200)  and  a  chair 
thought  to  have  been  used  In 
Continued  on  Page  C-8 


-Photo  by  J.  H.  Breger  &  Associates 

This  chair,  bought  by  the  White  House 
at  Sundoy's  auction,  was  originally  given 
by  Mrs.  Abraham  Lincoln  to  Dr.  Jacob 
R.  Freese,  a  personal  friend  of  the  Lin- 
colns.  The  Doe  Hazleton  Company, 
Boston  made  262  such  chairs  for  use  in 
the  United  States  Congress.  One  or 
more  of  these  chairs  v/as  removed  to  the 
White  House  during  the  Secession. 
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Continued  From  Page  C-1 
the  White  House  during  Lin- 
coln's term  of  office  ($1800). 

"To  have  the  McKinley  cup 
turn  up  at  auction  here  was  a 
great  strol^e  of  luck— the  kind 
of  thing  that  happens  once  in 
25  years,"  said  Mr.  Conger. 

It  is  inscribed  as  follows: 
"Presented  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  His  Ex- 
cellency M.  Jules  Cambon, 
Ambassador  of  France,  in 
token  of  his  friendly  services 
in  the  negotiation  of  the  Pro- 
tocol of  Peace  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain.  Au- 
gust 12,  1893." 

The  Protocol  of  Peace  was 
the  document  that  ended  the 
Spanish- American  War,  and  it 
was  signed  in  the  present 
Treaty  Room  of  the  White 
House,  where  a  painting  of  the 
event,  M.  Cambon  included, 
is  on  display.  The  McKinley 
cup  will  become  part  of  that 
room. 

As  for  the  Polk  China,  the 
White  House  owned  only  two 
pieces  prior  to  this,  insuffi- 
cient for  display.  The  group 
of  six  plates  will  go  on  viev/ 
in  the  China  Room. 
A  physician  from  Illincis 
j,  was  high  bidder  for  the  Simon 


ds  Vos  painting  of  the  Cruci- 
fixion, a  17th  century  work 
which  was  expected  to  and  did 
bring  the  highest  price  in  the 
auction— $16,000.  This  is  the 
highest  price  ever  paid  for  an 
European  painting  at  auction 
in  Washington.  The  record  for 
an  American  painting  is  con- 
siderably higher— $52,000,  paid 
last  year  at  Weschler's  for  a 
portrait  of  Andrew  Jackson  by 
Samuel  Lovett  Waldo. 

The  biggest  disappointment 
was  the  last-minute  withdraw- 
al of  two  of  the  most  impor- 
tant paintings  in  the  sale,  a 
handsome  pair  of  18th  century 
American  portraits  of  two  sis- 
ters by  John  WoUaston,  which 
had  been  widely  advertised 
and  Vi^ere  expected  to  bring  up- 
v/ards  of  $20,000.  On  the  eve. 
of  the  auction,  Weschler's 
was  advised  by  court  order 
that  the  paintings  were  in- 
volved in  litigation  by  a  pre- 
vious owner,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  sold. 

The  sale  grossed  $309,988  for 
750  lots  of  merchandise.  It  was 
not  a  record,  but  everyone  at 
^Veschler's  was  very  pleased 
the  next  morning,  and  so  was 
Clement  Conger  at  the  White 
House. 


The  Tiffany  silver  three-handle  cup  was 
presented  to  Ambassador  of  France 
Jules  Cambon  by  President  McKinley 
around  1898  The  cake  plates  with  the 
motto  "E  Pluribus  Ununr'  are  from  the 
service  used  for  President  Polk.  All  were 
boL-ght  by  the  White  House. 
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Desitji!  for  cluiir\  uf  Hulls  of  ( 

CI  lAIRS  FROM  n  IE  I  lALLS  OF 
CO.XCRESS 

The  furnishings  of  tlic  Fincoln  Room  arc 
j^rcatly  enhanced  by  two  beautiful  oak  chairs 
^nou  upholstered  in  red  \el\ety.  that  were 
at  one  time  used  in  the  halls  of  Congress. 
These  chairs  were  provided  for  the  New 
I  louse  of  Representati\es  when  the  legisla- 
ti\c  bf)dy  moved  out  of  the  hall  now  used  as 
Statuary  Flall  into  its  present  ([uarters.  These 
Conoressional  chairs  were  used  with  desks 
which  were  constructed  to  match  the  details 
of  the  design.  Before  long  it  was  disco\ered 
that  they  occupied  too  much  rcK)m  and  they 
were  discarded  and  sold  in  the  city  of  Wash- 


oii^rcss,  r .  H .  Walter,  architect 


ington. 

The  original  plans  f()r  these  Congressional 
chairs  were  drav\n  by  T.  U.  Walter,  archi 
tect.  and  his  diagram  is  dated  May  28,  1857. 
The  chairs  have  been  described  as  ha\ing  a 
"profusely  car\ed  frame,  the  square  back  with 
pendants  of  laurel  and  oak  lea\es,  crested  by 
a  United  States  shield  with  three  stars,  re- 
peated upon  the  rc\erse,  and  flanked  by 
laurel  branches;  the  S-xoluted  arms  supports 
enriched  with  imbrications  and  formal  ros- 
ettes, the  seat  frame  ha\ing  a  beaded  guil 
loche  band,  with  stars  at  the  rounded  corn- 
ers. Massive  tapering  columnar  legs  carxcd 
with  formal  leafage  and  cupped  in  petal 
lappets,  with  fluted  mushroom  feet,  castered. 


I'dgc  Forty-two 


Slip  scMt,  back  and  armpads  coNtrcd  in 
green  muslin." 

Chairs  like  those  in  the  Lincoln  Room 
were  o('tentime>  used  by  Washington  photo^ 
raphers  and  many  prominent  statesmen  in  the 
National  Capital,  from  the  Lincoln  adminis- 
tration through  the  McKinley  administration, 
v\'cre  photographed  v\hile  seated  in  one  of 
these  chairs.  While  many  refer  to  the  Con- 
gressional chairs  as  the  Matthew  B.  Brady 
chair,  it  is  interesting  to  point  out  that  some 
of  Lincoln's  best  photographs  taken  while 
he  was  seated  in  a  Congressional  chair  were 
made  by  Alexander  Gardner. 

So  far  as  it  can  be  determined  sixteen  of 
Lincoln's  one  hundred  and  twenty  photo 
graphs  depict  the  President  seated  in  a  Con 
grcssionial  chair. 

R.G.M. 

THE  FRONT  COVER 

Th-  hcarilljss  portrait  of  AVraham  Lintoln  -hovvn 
on  the  front  covtr  is  one  of  fourteen  orij-'inal  Louis 
Bnnhajo  naintin^^s  now  on  displa\  in  tiie  Lincoln 
Room.  This  oil  painting  was  made  from  an  (;riginal 
phi;lofcTapli  of  Lincoln  probably  made  b\-  S.  M. 
Fa  sett  in  ChicaRo  in  October,  1859.  The  photo- 
graphic study  (Meserve  No.  8)  is  regarded  as  a 
fin?  likcne-s  and  the  (jil  portrait  is  one  of  the  most 
plea^ing  studies  li  Lincoln  e\er  executed  b\  a  m<jd- 
crn  artist. 

The  paintin'<  measures  xl7^i"  and  is  beau- 

tifuUv  framed  in  walnut  with  an  edging  in  gold 
which  enhmces  its  beauty.  This  portrait  is  a  pro- 
duction, of  masterful  techniciue  and  historical  com- 
pel iti  in;  the  '■oft  and  delicate  lines  with  a  distinct 
browni-h  cist  gi\e  this  stuch  a  mellowness  not 
u-ually  associated  with  contemporary  art. 

The  other  thirteen  Bonhajo  paintings  constitute 
a  scries  of  imaginati\e  works,  each  depicting  .in 
import.int  episode  in  Lincoln's  life.  This  series  of 
paintings  his  been  dccribed  as  being  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  groups  of  idealized  Lincoln  por 
tniit-  e\cr  pniduccd. 

I  h'.'  acqui-ition  of  the  fourteenth  painting,  the 
one  shown  on  the  front  co\er  and  the  finest  of  the 
series,  s.:r.atly  enhances  the  beauty  of  the  Lincoln 

R  11,  ,ind  'he  Bonhaio  studies  are  an  inspiration 

to  stuilents  of  art  as  well  as  those  who  delve  into 
the  dust\  records  of  the  past. 


.    WHITE  llOtlSL  CLASS 

(CoutiintCil  from  P(i<ic  34) 

Eight  High  Comportiers  tor  fruit 

Two      do        do  large    do  do 

Four  Shell        do  Ei>'ht 

Two  Bowls  for  Strawberries  Hundred 

T\m:  Dessert  Sugars 

....  1  r.    1      1     I     ■  thirty 
Two  Round  High  Barkcts  loi  I  ruit  .even 

Two  Oval        do      do       do  do  dollars 

Si.xtx  Dessert  Plate  8  inch 

Thirty-six  after  Dinner  Coffees 

Included  in  this  statement  was,  "One  fine 

breakfast,  and  Tea  Serxice,  containing  five 

hundred  and  sixty  pieces,  richly  decorated  to 

match   Dinner  Service.  These  dishes  were 

listed  as  follows;  6'/2  inch 

Forty  eight     Tea     Plates  4''2  do 

1  hi-ty  -ix  Prescne    do  Hun"red 

Thirty  six  Coffees  for  Breakfast  ^j^j  " 
Twenty  four  Egg  Cups 


fifty 
nine 
dollars 


Thirty  six  Teas 
Eight  Plates  for  Cake 

Other  items  included  '  Four  Small  Sevres 

(China;  center  pieces  for  "Bon  Bons"  at 
$100.00.  'Two  large  center  Pieces  Sevres  sup- 
ported b\  White  Pelicans"  at  S200.00  and 
"Two  Punch  Bowls"  at  SIOO.OO.  These  arti- 
cles were  also  decorated  to  match  the  dinner 
service.  Further  small  purchases  v\ere  made  by 
Mrs.  Lincoln  from  I  loughwout  &  Co.,  includ- 
ing bedroom  chinaware. 

Fortunately  for  the  national  treasury,  the 
Lincoln  dishes  were  sufficient  for  the  Johnson 
Administration,  but  when  General  Ckant  Ix'- 
came  President  a  period  of  elaborate  enter- 
taining began,  and  the  largest  dinner  serv- 
ice that  had  e\er  been  used  in  the  White 
1  lousC  was  ordered  from  the  Limoges  kilns 
of  the  1  la\  iland  Company. 


NOTE:  In  the  writing  and  compiling  of  this 
article,  the  following  sources  of  information  have 
been  considted: 

Pratt  &  fiast:  "Mrs.  Lincoln  Refurbishes  The 
White  House."  iU-printed  Irom  I  iiicolit  UcraLl, 
February,  194S,  vol.  47,  \o.  I. 

Newton,  Janet  Foster:  "Dorllinger  CUass."  The 
M.(g(j:;iie  , \ii(;</ii<'s,  January,  1944,  p,iges  27  29. 

.Anderson,  \Iar\  \.:  "Heirl(K)ms  In  The  White 
House"     N.nne  and  date  of  magazine  unknown). 

Baker.  .\bby  (.unn:  "White  House  China"  (3 
p.it'c  111 imeogr.i  plied  .irtide  . 

correspondence  of  Mrs.  John  1^.  Atkinson.  I  I  SO 
F  ifth  A\enue,  .New  Y<irk  2H,  .N,  Y.  l>auKhter 
of  (  hristi.in  Dorllinger;, 
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